[The Estonian Genome Project in the context of European genome research].
It is the aim of the Estonian Genome Project to establish a database which compiles phenotype and genotype data of a large part of the Estonian population. The Gene Bank will only be used for scientific and public health research. Researchers hope that it will help identify disease genes and prepare the ground for the personalized medicine of the future. Additionally, the project will improve Estonian's international competitiveness in high technology and have a strong educational effect on the population. The legal framework, the Human Genes Research Act, was passed by the Estonian parliament in December 2000. It had been drafted by a group of experts who took into account all available international guidance documents on genetic research. With the pilot project involving three selected regions successfully finished, the main project has now started.